
Inspection of Scribbles Day Nursery
Barley Barn, The Grounds of North Weald Golf Club, Rayley Lane, Epping, Essex 
CM16 6AR

Inspection date: 14 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children part from their parents and carers confidently and settle quickly into their 
nursery day. They are keen and active learners, who are excited about the day 
ahead of them. Children are greeted by smiling staff, who spend time speaking to 
their parents to understand how the child has been since they last attended the 
nursery. Any information shared is quickly recorded within each room, so that other
staff are aware.

Children enjoy participating in the wide range of activities organised by the nursery
staff. They also join in with external extra-curricular experiences, such as yoga, 
dance and sports. Children have good relationships with each other and with staff. 
They giggle excitedly when, being read a story, staff joke with them by reading the
wrong names. Children quickly inform them that they are wrong and correct them. 
Their care and learning needs are well met as key persons demonstrate a secure 
knowledge of the children that they have specific responsibility for. Children 
understand the nursery rules and follow routines well. Babies receive kind and 
caring attention from staff, who help them to grow and develop their social 
interactions, physical abilities and communication with others.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has worked hard since the last inspection to evaluate and improve 
her understanding of safeguarding procedures. She has introduced a new 
management team who now share the responsibility for different aspects of the 
nursery management. Baby room staff have reviewed and re-organised the 
room to ensure children's safety. The key-person system has been strengthened 
to provide individual care to every child, including in the main carer's absence. 
All senior managers now have access to relevant records. 

n Some parents spoken to during the inspection are complimentary about the 
nursery staff. They comment that their children enjoy attending and benefit from
the learning experiences provided. Parents, generally, feel that communication 
with staff is good and they receive a thorough handover at the end of the day. 
The management team endeavours to seek the views of parents, for example, 
through questionnaires. The team is continuously developing effective ways of 
responding to parents' requests to build greater partnership working. 

n Staff are building on their knowledge and understanding of how children learn. 
They explore different approaches to children's learning, such as providing more 
resources that children can use for different purposes in their play. Some staff 
demonstrate a greater understanding of these new approaches than others. The
management team is working on ways of developing staff's knowledge to a 
consistently high level across the nursery. 

n Babies and toddlers enjoy warm, caring interaction from the staff in their rooms.
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They approach staff confidently and receive smiles and hugs from them as they 
follow their interests and requests. Staff encourage babies and younger children 
to explore language through songs and rhymes. They enthusiastically perform 
the actions, so that children can join in. 

n Children enjoy sports sessions. They confidently pass balls to each other in a 
variety of different ways. They excitedly participate in the dance session, 
wiggling and moving in time to the music. 

n Staff in the older children's rooms use clear and appropriate language to link 
mathematics to almost all activities. For example, children count when they line 
up to go outside.

n Children throughout the nursery are well prepared for their transitions from 
room to room and eventually for their move to school. Staff support children 
effectively to develop confidence when moving between rooms. 

n Toddlers enjoy activities that help them to develop their small-muscle skills. For 
example, they confidently thread cereal onto dried spaghetti and count how 
many they have achieved. Staff support them well, using clear language to 
extend their learning. 

n Staff use the knowledge they have about each child to plan purposeful and 
meaningful activities. For example, a number of families have recently had new 
babies. During activities around bathing, nappy changing and caring for dolls, 
staff encourage children to speak about their baby siblings and how they feel 
about this change in their family. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team and staff demonstrate a secure knowledge of their 
responsibilities with regards to safeguarding children. Since the last inspection, the 
whole team has improved their safeguarding knowledge, for example, through 
training and through staff meetings and talks. The management team have 
completed designated safeguarding lead training to help them to understand how 
to deal with any safeguarding issues swiftly and following the correct procedures. 
New staff receive a thorough induction to help them to develop their knowledge of 
the nursery's policies. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on staff's knowledge of how children learn, including through newly 
introduced teaching strategies to ensure children across the nursery receive 
consistently high levels of learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2591647

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10219923

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 105

Number of children on roll 153

Name of registered person Seville, Lesley Carole

Registered person unique 
reference number RP512591

Telephone number 01992523846

Date of previous inspection 23 December 2021

Information about this early years setting

Scribbles Day Nursery registered in 2020. The nursery employs 47 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 31 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 
and 3 or above. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. Opening
times are from 7am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynn Hughes

Inspection report: Scribbles Day Nursery
14 June 2022 4



Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider
and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed all areas of the provision and discussed the safety and 
suitability of the premises. 

n The provider, who is also part of the management team, and the inspector 
completed a learning walk together and discussed the curriculum and what it is 
that they want the children to learn. 

n Children shared their views with the inspector.  
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the deputy manager. 
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. The provider also 

shared responses to parental questionnaires from parents, which the inspector 
took into account. 

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of
staff working in the nursery. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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